


Hospital Tube Packaging Guide 
 
 
It is always preferable to collect a DPS Blood Kit. But, when it is necessary to submit hospital 
tubes, please see the instructions and photo guide listed below. The preferable packaging still 
utilizes components of the standard DPS Blood Kit. 
 
Note: The instructions below only apply to the submission of tubes. If you are attempting to submit a 
urine container, please note the DPS Crime Lab does not test urine in driving cases when there is a blood 
specimen available. If you still need to submit the urine specimen, please transfer to a tube or submit the 
urine container in a separate package designed to meet biohazard and mailing requirements. 
 
 
Preferred Practice: 

1) Use a DPS Blood Kit.   
2) Remove the plastic cylinders from the kit.   
3) Transfer the absorbent sleeves from the cylinder into a ziplock bag, preferably with a 

preprinted biohazard label.  
4) If ziplock bag is not printed with a biohazard label, place a biohazard sticker on the 

ziplock bag. 
5) Add the hospital tubes to the ziplock bag and seal.   
6) Place the sealed ziplock bag containing the hospital tubes in the middle of the foam 

padding if it will fit.  If not, discard foam padding and put ziplock bag directly into 
cardboard box. 

7) Apply seal to the outside of the DPS Blood Kit and initial and date.  
8) The kit is ready to be mailed or delivered to the laboratory. Do not add additional 

packaging. 
 
Acceptable Practice: 

1) Place tubes in a ziplock bag, preferably with a preprinted biohazard label. 
2) If ziplock bag is not printed with a biohazard label, place a biohazard sticker on the 

ziplock bag. 
3) Add absorbent material to the bag and seal. 
4) Place ziplock bag in a small cardboard box. 
5) Apply seal to the outside of the cardboard box and initial and date. 
6) The kit is ready to be mailed or delivered to the laboratory. Do not add additional 

packaging. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hospital Tube Packaging Guide 
 
 
What you will need from the DPS Blood Kit – absorbent pouches, integrity seal, box, and foam 
insert (optional) 
 

 
 
 
 
What you will need to provide or get from the hospital – ziplock bag with biohazard 
marking/sticker, blood tubes 
 

 



Hospital Tube Packaging Guide 
 
 
Transfer the absorbent sleeves from the cylinder into a ziplock bag, preferably with a preprinted 
biohazard label. Add the hospital tubes to the ziplock bag and seal.   
 

 
 
 

Place the sealed ziplock bag containing the hospital tubes in the middle of the foam padding if it 
will fit.  If not, discard foam padding and put ziplock bag directly into cardboard box. 
 

 
 
 



Hospital Tube Packaging Guide 
 
 
Apply seal to the outside of the DPS Blood Kit and initial and date. The kit is ready to be mailed 
or delivered to the laboratory. Do not add additional packaging. 
 

 


