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Effective April 15, 2019, the Crime Laboratory Service is rescinding its Physical Evidence Handbook and is 
replacing it with a Laboratory Customer Handbook.  The new Customer Handbook will be available on April 
15, 2019, on the Department’s website: http://www.dps.texas.gov/CrimeLaboratory/Pubs.htm 

Please note an important revision to our submission policies now includes the requirement that all lithium-
ion batteries MUST be removed from items such as e-cigarettes before submission. 

Laboratory submission forms have also been revised, and their form numbers have been edited.  The most 
commonly used forms include the Laboratory Submission form (LAB-201, formerly LAB-06) and Toxicology 
Request Submission Form (LAB-203, formerly LAB-12).   A two week grace period will be allowed to give 
customers time to transition to the new forms.  However, beginning May 1, 2019, the Crime Laboratory 
Service will require current versions of all submission forms accompany each evidence submission.   If a 
previous version of a submission form is used after the grace period, the customer will be contacted to 
provide a current form. 

Changes to both the Customer Handbook and submission forms were made to align with new versions of 
accreditation standards we are required to follow effective June 1, 2019.  Additionally, we have 
incorporated several customer-related policies that are outside the scope of physical evidence to provide a 
more comprehensive reference for our customers.  

As a reminder, policy changes effective February 1, 2019, require the use of a DPS Blood Kit for submission 
of evidence in driving cases.  If specimens are not submitted in the required kit starting May 1, 2019, the 
customer will be contacted, and the need to test the evidence will be evaluated on a case by case basis.  
Information on how to obtain the kits and the benefits of using the kits can be found here:  New Specimen 
Testing Kit Requirement for Driving Cases 

We appreciate your cooperation by supporting our efforts to meet accreditation requirements by following 
updated submission policies now communicated in the Customer Handbook. 

If you have any questions about these changes, please contact your local Regional Laboratory Manager.  
Contact information can be found both at our website 
http://www.dps.texas.gov/CrimeLaboratory/Contact.htm and in the Customer Handbook, Appendix 2. 

 
 
 
Brady W. Mills 
Crime Lab Director, LES 
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